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[The following is a summary.] 
 
It certainly is a pleasure, and an honor, to have been invited to once again address the 
Diocesan Convention of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
  
My purpose here today is two-fold:  1) to offer greetings and prayerful best wishes 
from both myself and our diocesan bishops – the Most Rev. Joseph F. Martino, Bishop of 
Scranton; the Most Rev. John M. Dougherty, Auxiliary Bishop of Scranton and the Most 
Rev. James C. Timlin, Bishop Emeritus of Scranton, known to many of those gathered 
here. Our bishops assure you of their prayers as you gather for this diocesan convention. 
  
2) To offer words of reflection on the dialogue day which was held on Thursday, 
September 13, 2007 at St. Stephen's Episcopal Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre, PA.  It 
was a wonderful opportunity, gathering clergy and religious from both of our dioceses, to 
reflect on the ARCIC document: "Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ." This document may 
not have gained as much publicity as "The Gift of Authority," but its importance and 
relevance are certainly not to be underestimated! 
 
Although I, personally, was a bit disappointed in the low numbers on our side, I can say 
with great confidence that those who did attend found the day to be a marvelous 
experience – from the excellent presentations given by Bishop John Baycroft and Sister 
Sara Butler, M.S.B.T., to the fellowship shared at tables over lunch to the inspiring 
experiences of common prayer – Roman Catholic Morning Prayer and Anglican 
Evensong. 
 
I take this opportunity to again thank Father Daniel Gunn, Rectory of St. Stephen's for his 
kind hospitality in hosting our dialogue day, and to Mark Laubach, organist and choir 
director at St. Stephen's and for the choir members who took time out of their busy 
schedules to provide the beautiful music ministry for our celebration of Evensong. 
  
In a special way, I would like to again sincerely thank Bishop Marshall for being the 
"instigator" who brought up the idea of a dialogue day on this important document.  
Thanks to his support and that of Bishop Martino, Father Geoff Howson and I were 
privileged to help organize the details of our gathering.  We are most grateful to our 
bishops for the personal support they give to our ecumenical work.  Without the support 
of our bishops, our  work would not bear the fruit that is has borne in the developing of 
our relationships. 
 
I am especially grateful that Bishop Marshall and Bishop Martino had the opportunity to 
get to know each other better by sharing conversation at lunch. It was very important for 



them to spend time together, getting to know each other better. In the end, our ecumenical 
work is all about developing and strengthening relationships. 
  
We hope to meet again, in the near future, to plan our next steps in our ecumenical 
journey together. 
  
At the beginning of the new millennium and a few years before the end of his earthly 
journey, Pope John Paul II, penned the words:  Put out into the Deep!  These words come 
from the Gospel experience where Jesus invites Simon Peter and the others to "put out 
into deeper water."  I believe, that in reflecting on the years of his papal ministry, Pope 
John Paul wanted us to know that he tried to encourage the Church to put out into deeper 
waters.  And, in our ecumenical relationships, we have attempted to do that, together.   
 
Yesterday, the Church celebrated the feast of one of our new "Blesseds" – Blessed John 
XXIII, the main conspirator who got the whole ball rolling, especially in calling the 
Second Vatican Council – a moment of grace for the Church – which even allows me the 
possibility of standing here before you to offer these words of greetings. For over 40 
years now, we have been attempting to put out into deeper waters as we journey closer to 
that unity Jesus desires for all his disciples. 
  
Knowing that these have been difficult days for the unity of the Anglican Communion, 
please know of our prayers as you strive to be faithful to the Gospel and work towards 
meeting the needs of the faithful entrusted to your care. As a communion which knows of 
great struggle and difficulties in these last few years, we assure you of our prayerful 
support and commit to assisting you in whatever way we can to help preserve your 
communion with God and each other. 
  
To Bishop Paul, Bishop John and Bishop Anthony – thank you for the invitation and 
opportunity to be present with you today to offer these greetings! May God guide and 
direct your deliberations and may we not be afraid to trust Jesus as he calls you – and all 
of us – to put out into deeper waters.  
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Phil Altavilla 
 


